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Historical Evolution of Integration of Visegrad Countries
with the European Union

R. Gvelesiani, E. Lekashvili, N. Maisuradze, G Kuparadze

For the first time in the history of the European Union, Central
and Eastern European countries were required to meet the requirements,
which were not envisaged in the Treaty of Rome. One of such hidden
preconditions was deepening of economic cooperation between the
countries of the region.

Coordination of economic policy among the Visegrad countries
was developing in a difficult way in the 90s as well as after accession
in the EU. This was caused by increasing dependence of these countries
separately on the European Union. The phenomenon of regional rivalry
should be mentioned as well - during the whole transition period the “ti-
tle” of regional champion shifted several times between the countries.
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Such frequent changes of the countries’ positions affected coordi-
nation of economic policy.

Based on the research, some factors have become obvious which
should be taken into consideration by the partner countries, including
Georgia, on the way of European integration. In the 90s, political and
economic cooperation in central and eastern Europe was hindered by
the several conditions, including common historical past, increase of se-
curity and economic risks, variety of religions and ethnicity, difference
between the levels of economic and political development, different po-
litical and economic priorities, low level of economic development, lack
of resources. All this made it harder to overcome the negative factors as
well as to create the relevant environment for promoting and deepening
of regional cooperation.

Like the Visegrad countries, integration with the European Union
is priority for the South Caucasian countries, which are striving for suc-
cessful implementation of economic and social transformation of their
societies, convergence with the EU standards and thus, achieving the
EU membership. Eastern Partnership supports deeper integration of the
partner countries with the European Union and assists reforming of eco-
nomic and social fields of the countries included. From this perspective,
experience of cooperation among the Visegrad countries and definite
aspects of integration with the European Union is an important example
for the South Caucasian countries.
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Handling Complex Societal Problems

Dorien Detombe

The Compram method is a method for handling complex so-
cietal problems in a transparent and structured way. Handling in this
case means analyzing, policymaking, decision making and guiding and
evaluating the interventions. The Compram method is developed by De-
Tombe (1994). Most problem handling methods focus on a part of the
problem handling process. The Compram method, however, focuses on
the whole spectrum of the problem handling process.

Because of their complexity societal problems are difficult to
handle. These problems have often a huge impact on society, because
they involve a great number of phenomena and actors. Each actor has
his or her own goals, interest and power. In a democracy handling these
problems includes dealing with all the actors. In order to do this ef-
ficiently and fruitful these problems should be handled in cooperation
with the actors. The Compram method guides this process from the mo-
ment the problem is put on the (political) agenda till the evaluation of
the interventions. The Compram method distinguishes six steps in the
problem handling process. For supporting this process it uses all kinds
of supportive methods and tools. The method is based on the three basic
elements in handling complex societal problems: knowledge, power and
emotion. The Compram method can be applied for all kind of policy
problems like transport, environmental, healthcare, poverty and unem-
ployment problems. An example of the application of the method is
given on handling the Aids problem in South Africa.
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